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Tanjavur, Aug 29:  

AIADMK co- coordina-

tor and Tamil Nadu Chief 

Minister K Palaniswami 

on Friday asserted that 

his party will lead the 

alliance in “any polls” in 

the state and pointed out 

that the 2019 Lok Sabha 

elections were fought 

under its leadership.  

Hours after telling re-

porters in Tiruvarur that 

electoral alliances would 

be decided only during 

the polls, he told the 

media in Thanjavur that 

right from the days of 

party founder, the late 

chief minister M G Ram-

achandran (MGR), the 

AIADMK had led the 

respective alliance.  

The debate surround-

ing who will lead their 

alliance in the 2021 As-

sembly elections has been 

on after a BJP leader 

had recently asserted that 

his party has the right to 

steer the combine in the 

hustings next year, fol-

lowing the altered politi-

cal landscape in the state.  

“Whether during the 

days of MGR or Amma 

(the late CM J Jayala-

lithaa), assembly polls 

or lok sabha elections, 

they have been faced 

under the leadership of 

the AIADMK,” the chief 

minister told reporters in 

Thanjavur.  

“That will continue 

(for 2021)... (the alliance) 

was in last year’’s Lok 

Sabha election led by the 

AIADMK. So whichever 

elections, AIADMK will 

only head the alliance,” 

he asserted.  

The AIADMK led the 

National Democratic Alli-

ance (NDA) in the 2019 

polls, and the constituents 

included the BJP, PMK 

and DMDK.  

Earlier in the day, 

Palaniswami had said at 

Tiruvarur that electoral al-

liances would be decided 

only during the polls, 

days after state BJP vice 

president V P Duraisamy 

had asserted his party 

has the right to lead the 

combine in the 2021 state 

assembly elections.  

The party that shall 

head the alliance would 

be made known only dur-

ing the elections and polls 

were not round the corner 

now, the chief minister 

said when asked if the 

BJP or AIADMK would 

steward the combine in 

Tamil Nadu to fight the 

polls next year.  

Speaking to reporters 

after reviewing measures 

to tackle the coronavirus 

pandemic in the district, 

Palaniswami said the 

parties that constitute the 

alliance have not been 

firmed up yet, be it in the 

AIADMK or the DMK 

camp.  

“Hence, only during the 

run up to the elections, 

alliances will be decided,” 

he said.  

AIADMK will lead alliance, says CM

Tiruvarur, Aug 29:
Chief Minister K Palaniswami 

interacted with a group of ryots in 
this district and said he was also 
happy to be a farmer.
The chief minister assured them 

that steps would be taken to give a 
fillip to the agriculture sector in the 
predominantly agrarian Tiruvarur 
district in the state.
To create awareness among the 

rural population about the impor-
tance of adhering to safety mea-
sures, Palaniswami distributed face 
masks to a group of women farm 
workers on Friday.
He enquired with the women 

about whether they had received the 
COVID-19 relief and free rations.
While on a visit to the district 

to review the developmental works, 
Palaniswami sprang a surprise to 
officials and his retinue by asking 
his vehicle to be stopped at Adanur 
village in Kovilvenni in the district.
The chief minister walked up 

to a paddy field where a group 
of farmers including some women 
were removing the weeds and made 
some enquiries.
The pleasantly surprised farm 

workers displayed paddy stalks to 
the chief minister. After briefly 
interacting with them, the chief 

minister distributed face masks to 

some of the farmers who were 

found not wearing masks, and 

thereafter left the field.

Later, posting pictures of his 

interaction with the farmers on his 

official Twitter handle, Palaniswami 

said, “I am very happy to meet 

the world’’s leading agricultural-

ists today in Adanur and inquired 

about the planting process. I am 

also happy to be a farmer.” He 

assured the gathering that steps 

would be taken to give a fillip to 

the agriculture sector.

Palaniswami interacts with 
farm workers, assures to give
a boost to agriculture sector

Chennai, Aug 29:
To modernise irriga-

tion programmes in the 
Cauvery Delta region a 
fund of Rs 3,384 crore 
has been allocated, said 
Chief Minister Edappadi 
K Palaniswami in Than-
javur.
Chief Minister Edap-

padi Palaniswami laid the 
foundation stones for 11 
infrastructure development 
works in Thanjavur dis-
trict to be implemented at 
a total cost of Rs. 71.27 
crore.
Palaniswami also inau-

gurated 36 buildings and 
other infrastructure facility 
projects completed at a 
cost of Rs. 39.59 crore. 
Chief Minister distrib-

uted welfare assistance 
worth Rs. 42 crore under 
various schemes.
CM reviewed the mea-

sures taken to check 
spread of the novel coro-
navirus and the progress 
of infrastructure develop-
ment works being carried 
out in the district. 
He gave away welfare 

assistance to the tune of 
Rs 46.70 crore to 8,357 
beneficiaries
Agriculture Minister, 

R. Doraikkannu, Collec-
tor M. Govinda Rao and 
others participated in the 
meeting.
Addressing reporters af-

ter a review meeting, the 
Chief Minister said, that 
the state government has 
ensured water availability 
for irrigation till the tail 
end areas in the Cauvery 
Delta region. This was 
possible only after the 
proper desilting that re-
vived several waterbodies 
across the region and it 
helped to save water for 
future use too.
When his attention was 

drawn to the fact that 
the current storage at the 
Stanley reservoir in Met-
tur would be sufficient 
only for two months’ 
irrigation in the delta, 
Mr. Palaniswami said his 
government was taking 
all necessary steps to get 
Tamil Nadu’s due share 
of Cauvery water from 

Karnataka.
 “We are taking up the 

issue at the Cauvery Wa-
ter Management Authority 
meetings. We are convey-
ing our requirements and 
getting our due share of 
water as per the Supreme 
Court verdict,” he said. 
He replied in the negative 
when asked whether the 
State cess on petrol and 
diesel would be cut.
He said several devel-

opmental projects have 
been made in the dis-
tricts like Nagapattinam, 
Tiruvarur and Thanjavur 
for the benefit of farmers. 
Among them, a fund of 
Rs 3,384 crore has been 
allotted for the revival of 
irrigation programmes in 
the region. Similarly, he 
laid the foundation stone 
for various developmental 
projects in Tiruvarur and 
Thanjavur districts.
The CM also announced 

that a food park would be 
established in Tiruvarur 
at a cost of Rs 10 crore. 
Similarly, the state has 
been considering the pro-

posal and recommendation 

of the Food Minister R 

Kamaraj to establish ag-

riculture related industry 

in Tiruvarur.

On a quest ion on 

whether the Tamil Nadu 

government would ap-

proach the Supreme Court 

for cancelling NEET-JEE 

exams, the Chief Minister 

said he had already writ-

ten to the Prime Minister 

and the Union Education 

Minister seeking cancella-

tion of the exams owing 

to the pandemic. 

Palaniswami also said 

the 3% sub-quota for 

Arunthathiyars would con-

tinue in line with the 

Supreme Court order. 

To another question on 

Cauvery delta farmers’ 

apprehensions about the 

Mettur surplus water proj-

ect forcing them to take 

up only one crop, the 

Chief Minister said only 

surplus water would be 

utilised.

CM announces Rs,3,384 cr project to 
modernize irrigation projects in delta region
Launches projects, lays foundation for infra development works

Chennai, Aug 29:  
Tamil Nadu witnessed 5,996 

fresh coronavirus cases and 102 
additional deaths that pushed the 
overall tally in the state to 4.09 
lakh. With 102 fatalities, the toll 
reached 7,050.  
Recoveries stood at 5,752 as 

the number of people cured rose 
to 3.49 lakh, a health department 
bulletin said.  
While the total infection count 

touched 4.09 lakh, active cases 
were 52,506, it said.  
The state tested 75,103 samples 

as the total specimens examined so 
far rose to 45.73 lakh.  

The state capital, which has been 
seeing a slight increase in the cases 
in recent days, accounted for 1,296 
new COVID-19 infections.  
Among the fresh deaths, as many 

as 97 were owing to comorbidities, 
the bulletin said adding a 36-year 
old man from Nagapattinam died 
due to COVID-19 pneumonia.  
Of the fresh infections reported 

on Friday, the neighbouring dis-
tricts of Kancheepuram, Tiruvallur 
and Chengalpet, where the city’’s 
suburbs are located, collectively 
reported 788 cases.  
Coimbatore and Salem in western 

Tamil Nadu saw a sharp rise with 

496 and 437 cases respectively.  
Villupuram, Vellore, Tirunelveli, 

Thiruvarur, Tuticorin, Theni, Than-
javur, Ranipet and Erode each 
recorded more than 100 cases, the 
bulletin said.  
Of the 5,996 new cases reported 

today, 17 of them were returnees 
from various states.  
According to the health depart-

ment, Tamil Nadu has 146 laborato-
ries for conducting COVID-19 tests 
-- 63 government and 83 private.  
Among those who contracted the 

contagion today, 3,543 were men 
and 2,453 women patients, the 
bulletin added.  

TN COVID-19 toll breaches 7,000 mark; 
reports 5,996 new cases

 Chennai, Aug 29:
The wife of OS 

Manian, minister of 
Handloom and Tex-
tiles Minister, passed 
away due to illness at 

a Apollo hospital in                     
Chennai.
Chief Minister Edap-

padi K Palaniswami and 
Deputy Chief Minister 
O Panneerselvam have 

conveyed their condo-
lences to Textiles Min-
ister OS Manian, whose 
wife Kalaiselvi passed 
away due to illness at a 
private hospital in Chen-

nai on Friday. 
Besides, DMK presi-

dent MK Stalin, PMK 
founder Dr S Ramadoss 
and other leaders too 
condoled the death.

CM, Dy CM & politicos condole demise
of OS Manian’s wife

Chief Minister Edappadi Palaniswami chaired the review meeting on the measures taken to check spread of 
the novel coronavirus and the progress of infrastructure development works being carried out in the Than-
javur district. Agriculture Minister, R. Doraikkannu, Collector M. Govinda Rao and others participated in 
the meeting.    

Chennai, Aug 28: 
Congress MP from Kan-

yakumari in Tamil Nadu, 
H Vasanthakumar died of 
COVID-19 at a hospital 
here on Friday. 
The 70-year old first 

time MP, and working 
president of Tamil Nadu 
Congress Committee, who 
was admitted to the Apollo 
Hospitals on August 10 
after he tested positive for 
coronavirus, succumbed to 
the illness, a party spokes-
person told PTI. 
Vasanthakumar is sur-

vived by wife, two sons 
and a daughter, he said. 
Apollo Hospitals in a 

statement later said the 
MP was treated in a criti-
cal care unit for severe 
COVID pneumonia. 
“Despite all active medi-

cal measures, his condition 
deteriorated gradually due 
to COVID complications 
and he passed away today,” 
the hospital said. 
Vasanthakumar, a two-

time MLA (2006-11 and 
2016-19) was elected to 
the Lok Sabha last year. 
Born on April 14, 1950, 

Vasanthakumar Harikrishna 
Perumal is the brother of 
Tamil Nadu Congress vet-
eran and noted Tamil lit-
terateur Kumari Ananthan. 
President Govind, Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi, 
Tamil Nadu Chief Minister 
K Palaniswami, Congress 
party leaders Rahul Gan-
dhi, P Chidambaram and 
DMK president M K Sta-
lin were among those who 
condoled Vasanthakumar’’s 
death. 
Born in Agastheeswaram 

in Kanniyakumari on April 
14, 1950, Vasanthakumar 
began as a salesperson as 
a young man in his 20s. 
An ardent follower of 

late Chief Minister and 
Congressman K Kamaraj, 
Vasanthakumar started off 
as a Congress worker 
before being elevated to 
various district and state 
level postings. He did his 
BA at the S.T.Hindu Col-
lege in Nagercoil and MA 
(in Tamil) at the Madurai 
Kamaraj University before 
moving to Chennai.

An ardent follower of 
late Chief Minister and 
Congressman K Kamaraj, 
Vasanthakumar started off 
as a Congress worker 
before being elevated to 
various district and state 
level postings. He did his 
BA at the S.T.Hindu Col-
lege in Nagercoil and MA 
(in Tamil) at the Madurai 
Kamaraj University before 
moving to Chennai.
Vasanthakumar was best 

known for his company, 
Vasanth & Co, a retail 
chain selling electron-
ics and home appliances 
that he founded in 1978, 
after working as a sales-
man in the VGP group 
for 13 years. Vasanth & 
Co, an iconic brand in 
its own right, now has 
86 branches across Tamil 
Nadu, Puducherry and 
even Bengaluru. In 2008, 
he launched Vasanth TV.
With the company’s 

logo and advertisements 
featuring his smiling vis-
age, Vasanthakumar was 
instantly recognisable 
across the State as a 
successful businessman 
and philanthropist. Nine-
ties’ kids, in particular, 
recall with fondness his 
appearances on the popu-
lar Doordarshan cooking 
show, Saapida Vaanga, 
which was sponsored by 
his company.
His first foray in elec-

toral politics was in 2006 
when he contested in the 
Assembly elections and 
won from the Nanguneri 
constituency on a Con-
gress ticket. The victory 
was significant for the 
party, coming after a gap 
of three decades. He won 
again from the constitu-
ency in the 2016 Assem-
bly polls but gave up 
the seat to contest in the 
2019 Parliamentary elec-
tions from Kanniyakumari, 
facing off against former 
union minister and BJP 
leader Pon Radhakrishnan 
to whom he’d lost in 2014. 
He defeated Radhakrishnan 
by a margin of 2.5 lakh 
votes. Incidentally, Kumari 
Ananthan too was elected 
MP from the erstwhile 

Congress MP, Vasanth & Co founder 
H. Vasanthkumar passes away

Successful entrepreneur who made it big by starting from scratch

Nagercoil constituency in 
1977.
As an MP, Vasantha-

kumar worked tirelessly 
for his constituency and 
since the pandemic struck 
the State in March had 
been working on creating 
awareness about the virus 
among the masses. Days 
before he was admitted to 

the hospital with Covid-19, 
he tweeted on August 7 
that he had offered Kaba-
sura Kudineer to members 
of the public at Padma-
nabhapuram, Thakkalai, 
Thiruvattar and would be 
doing so in other places 
as well. He is believed 
to have contracted the 
infection during one such 
public engagement.
The late MP is survived 

by his wife, two sons and 
a daughter. While Kumari 
Ananthan broke into sobs 
during a phone-in inter-
view with a news chan-
nel, his daughter Tamilisai 
issued a statement noting 
that despite working in dif-
ferent political movements 
they remained bound by 
familial love.  

H Vasanthakumar
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 இ" #$%" ம%'ய 
)காதார%"ைற அைம1சக3 
ெவ678ட அ$:ைக7;, 
இ='யா>; கட=த 24 மA 
ேநர%'; 76,742-ேபH:# ெகாேரானா 
ெதாJK உK' ெசMயNப8ட". 
ெகாேரானா ெதாJK பா'Nபா; 
1,021-ேபR ேநJK ஒேர நா6; 
உ7Tழ="VளனR. 

இ='யா>; இ"வைர ெகாேரானா 
உK' ெசMயNப8டவRகV 
எYA:ைக   34,63,973-ஆக உVள".  
7,52,424 -ேபR ெதாJK பா'N^ட_ 
`a1ைச ெபJK வHa_றனR. 
ெகாேரானா பா'Nb; இH=" 
இ"வைர   26,48,999-ேபR #ண3 
அைட="VளனR. 

ெதா்JK பா'Nபா; 62,550- ேபR 
இ"வைர உ7Tழ="VளனR.

இ='யா>; கட=த 2 
நா8களாக ^'தாக: கேரானா 
ெதாJK பா':கNபfபவRக6_ 
எYA:ைக 75,000%":#3 
அ'கமான gைல7; ஒH நா6; 

அ'க3 பா':கNபfபவRகV 
எ Y A : ை க 7 ; 
அெமT:காைவ >டi3 சJேற 
அ'கமாajVள".

அெமT:கா>; பா'N^ 
எYA:ைக உ1ச%ைத% ெதா8f: 
ெகாYkH=த கால:க8ட%'; மாR1 
213 ேத' 77,255 ேபH:# ஒேரநா6; 
ெதாJK ஏJப8டைத தJேபா" 
இ='யா 77,266 ெதாJK எ_K 
ஒHநாV ெதாJK எYA:ைக7; 
கட="Vள".

bேர`m; ஜoைல 293 
ேத'ய_K ஒேர நா6; 69,074 
ேபH:# அ'கப8சமாக கேரானா 
ெதாJK பா'%த". அேத 
ேபா; பm எYA:ைக7; 
ெவV6:aழைமய_K 1009 
ேபR ேமp3 கேரானாi:#N 
பmயாக இ='யா>_ பm 
எYA:ைக 62,724 எ_K 
ெம:`ேகா பm எYA:ைகைய: 
கட=" உலa; 3வ" அ'க3 
கேரானா மரண3 gகq=த நாடாக 
உVள".

ெதாடR1`யாக 2வ" நாளாக 
இ='யா 9 ல8ச%":#3 அ'கமான 
சா3bVகைள ேசா'%"Vள". 

அதாவ" 3T எ_K அைழ:கNபf3 
ெடs8, 8ரா:, 8t8 எ_ற 
ெகாVைக7; uRைமயான கவன3 
ெசp%' வHவதாக )காதார 
அைம1சக3 ெதT>%"Vள". 

ஏJெகனேவ நாெளா_K:# 
10 ல8ச3 சா3bVகைள 
ேசா':#3 'றைன உHவா:a: 
ெகாYfVளதாக ம%'ய )காதார 
அைம1சக3 ெதT>%"Vள". 24 
மAேநர%'; 9 ல8ச%" ஆ7ர%" 
338 சா3bVகைள ேசா'%"Vள". 
ெமா%தமாக சா3bVகV பTேசாதைன 
எYA:ைக 4 ேகாkைய ெநHva 
வHவதாக )காதார அைம1சக3 
ெதT>%"Vள".

நா8k; ெமா%த3 1564 
பTேசாதைன ைமயvகV உVளன. 

இ'; 998 அர) ேசாதைன 
gைலயvகளாகi3 566 
தwயாராகi3 உVள".

கட=த 5 மாதvக6; நா_a; 
3 பv# ேகா>8 ேநாயா6கV 
#ணமைட="VளனR, 4-; ஒH 
பv#:#3 #ைறவாகேவ தJேபா" 
ேகா>8 `a1ைச7; உVளனR 
எ_K )காதார அைம1சக3 
ெதT>%"Vள".

 !ைவ$% இ()   
580 ேப,-.   
ெகாேரானா ெதா7)   

 !ைவ , ஆக. 29–   
 !ைவK$ இLC  +தாக 580 

ேப=>? ெகாேரானா ெதாBC 
உC+ ெசFயGபHட!. இவPக6$ 
434 ேபP  !ைவKRS 43ேபP 
காைர>கா%RS 70 ேபP ஏனாURS 
15 ேபP ேமேகKRS அரY 
ம=Z!வமைனக6$ [\]ைச>காக 
அ^ம+>கGபH_`ளனP. இLC 
12 ேபP [\]ைச பலcLd 
இற*தனP.   

ெகாேரானா ெதாJK உK' ெசMய 
ப8f `a1ைச ெபJK வHேவாR 
எYA:ைக 4834 ஆக உயR=த". 
இவRக6; 2112 ேபR ^"ைவ7p3 
71 ேபR காைர:காmp3 127 ேபR 
ஏனாxp3 15 ேபR மாேக7p3 அர) 
மH%"வமைனக6; `a1ைச:காக 
அyம':கNப8fVளனR. 2453 
ேபR ெகாேரானா ெதாJK உK' 
ெசMயNப8f அவரவR zfக6; 
தva `a1ைச ெபKaறாRகV.   

இ"வைர ெதாJK பா'%" அர) 
மH%"வமைனக6; `a1ைச:காக 
அyம':கNப8டவRகV ெமா%த3 
–13556 ேபR. அவRக6; 211 ேபR 
`a1ைச பலw_$ இற=தனR. 
#ணமைட=" zf'H3bயவRகV 
– 8511 ேபR ஆவாRகV. மJறவRகV 
ெதாடR=" `a1ைச ெபJK 
வHaறாRகV.

ெசLைன, ஆக.29–
‘‘வன உfைம சHடS 2006 

அமலா>கS" ?dZத ?h 0வாதS 
ெசLைனK$ நட*த!.

மாgல வளR1`: ெகாVைக: #{ 
(}_னாV மாgல '8ட:#{), 
பழv#k7னR மJK3 பார3பTயமாக 
வன%'; #k7HNபவRகV (வன 
உTைமகைள அv�கT%த;) ச8ட3 
2006–-; 1.aராமசைப7_ gைல, 
2.உ8ேகா8ட அள>லான #{>_ 
gைல, 3.மாவ8ட அள>லான 
#{>_ gைல மJK3 4.தwநபR 
உTைமகV மJK3 5.ச�க 
உTைமகV #$%த: #{ >வாத: 
u8ட3 காெணாm வா7லான 
பvேகJ^ }ைறjட_ மாgல 
வளR1`: ெகாVைக: #{>_ 
(}_னாV மாgல% '8ட: #{) 
"ைண% தைலவR `. ெபா_ைனய_ 
தைலைம7; எ�லக3 மwத 
ேம3பா8f: காெணா6 அரvக%'; 
நைடெபJற".   

இ:u8ட%'; }த_ைம தைலைம 
வனNபா"காவலR "ைரரா), ufத; 
தைலைம ெசயலாளRகV ெஜய� 
ர#ந=த_ ('8ட3 மJK3 வளR1`% 
"ைற), அ";யா xsரா, (வHவாM 
மJK3 ேபTடR ேமலாYைம% 
"ைற), ச=�N ச:ேசனா ()JK1�ழ; 
மJK3 வன%"ைற), மாgல வளR1`: 

ெகாVைக: #{, உKNbனR ெசயலR 
அw; ேம�ரா3, #{ம% தைலவR 
(gலN பய_பாf) ^.ெச.அR1சனா 
க;யாA, பழv#k நல%"ைற 
இய:#நR T8ேடா `Tயா:, மாவ8ட 
கெல:டRகV, வன அpவலRகV 
மJK3 வன உTைம1 ச8ட3 
ெதாடR^ைடய "ைற அpவலRகV 
கல="ெகாYடனR.   

சHடZ+L ?d>ேகா`    
1) பழv#k7னR மJK3 பார3பTய 

மாக வன%'; #k7HNபவRக�:# 
அவRக6_ வச3 உVள gல 
உTைமகைள வழv#த;.   

2) பழv#k7னR மJK3 பார3பTய 
மாக வன%'; #k7HNபவRக�:# 
`K வன >ைளெபாH8கைள1 
ேசகT:க, பய_பf%த மJK3 
அ N ^ ற N ப f % " வ த J க ா ன 
உTைமகைள வழv#த;   

3) பழv#k7னR மJK3 பார3பTய 
மாக வன%'; #k7HNபவRக�:# 
ச}தாய ேநா:கvக�:காகN 
பய_பf%தNபf3 gல%'Jகான 
உTைமகைள வழv#த; ஆaயைவ 
ச8ட%'_ #$:ேகாV.    

இ:#{ >வாத தைலN^கைளN 
பழv#k7னR நல இய:#நR, �லaT, 
ேகாய3^%�R, கVள:#$1` மJK3 
'Hெந;ேவm மாவ8ட கெல:டRகV 
ெதா#%" வழvaனாRகV.   

இ!"யா%& ஒேர நா,& 
76,472-ேப013 ெகாேரானா ெதா;<

‘வன உ:ைம ச=ட? 2006’ அமலா-க?: 
ெபா(ைனய( தைலைம$% Fவாத?  
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